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It was in the dark of night when hei-

nous thugs, armed with horrific weap-
ons, burst into the dorm rooms of 
sleeping girls who were preparing to 
take exams to improve their lives. 
Their parents had worked hard. They 
were like any other parents here in the 
United States or around the world, lov-
ing their children; and these heinous 
thugs with their vile leader, Boko 
Haram, stole them—stole their inno-
cence and, in a certain sense, their vir-
ginity. Now we are struggling to find 
them. 

For over a year, many of us pressed 
the Nigerian Government to find and 
bring back the girls. In the spring of 
2014, I traveled to the northern state 
with my colleague Ms. WILSON and 
with my colleague from Texas, and we 
met with broken families and with the 
girls who had escaped. We saw the 
northern state. We were not welcomed 
by the words that we were saying, 
which was ‘‘bring the girls back.’’ We 
met with generals in our military. We 
saw our military’s compassion under 
the Africa Command, and we saw that 
they were ready to be of assistance. 
Those generals, I must say, said that 
they were ready. 

In the course, Boko Haram has killed 
15,000 people. There are thousands who 
are displaced—1.5 million, I believe the 
number is—and these girls are still 
missing. They are said to have been 
married off, but some girls are worth 
rescuing. All girls are worth rescuing. 
All children are worth saving. Today, 
we will stand on the steps of the Cap-
itol, begging for help from the inter-
national community. 

I must make mention that the Afri-
can Union, through the auspices of the 
United Nations, has developed a strat-
egy and a military effort, led by Chad, 
Niger, Cameroon, and Nigeria, but they 
are still not found—they are still not 
caught—and Boko Haram continues to 
be the heinous, vile organization that 
should not exist in attacking the inno-
cent people of Nigeria. Boko Haram has 
declared itself part of the family of 
ISIL. That alone stands to promote 
them as a heinous terrorist group, and 
they should draw the attention of the 
world just like ISIL has drawn the at-
tention of the world. 

b 1030 

Mr. Speaker, I am calling upon the 
United States, who I believe has a deep 
commitment to find these girls, to be 
able to engage in an intensified effort 
to find them and a collaborative effort 
with our expertise, continued, to be 
able to assure that these girls are 
brought home, but that Boko Haram 
does not continue to flaunt itself. 

Let me add al-Shabaab, that did the 
heinous killings of students in Kenya. 
We must be concerned about a con-
tinent that is our friend, a continent 
that desires to do trade and business 
with us, a continent that looks to 
America—Africa, who loves America. 
You can see the array of Africans who 
are here in the United States. I have 

the largest population of Nigerians— 
wonderful, good people, doctors and 
teachers, lawyers, public servants. But 
we must stand with them to bring 
these girls back. 

Let me show you the mutilating and 
destroying of Christian artifacts, the 
destruction of towns left in their 
midst. They don’t care, and I am out-
raged that they are standing. 

Let me say this, Mr. Speaker, as I 
ask for them to be rescued, as I go to 
express this in an open forum to our 
community, our Nation. Let me add 
that part of the work of the Depart-
ment of Justice deals with issues of 
human trafficking, and sometimes it 
takes it internationally. 

So I conclude my remarks by saying 
that we must—we must—confirm as 
General, Loretta Lynch, the Attorney 
General nominee of the United States 
of America. This is an African Amer-
ican woman that has been held without 
conscience. She is qualified; she is 
ready to serve; and I would ask my col-
leagues to show to the world what kind 
of country America is—that we follow 
process, and that this individual be al-
lowed to serve her nation as she desires 
to do. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 32 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana) at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 
Reverend Kenny Gooden, Union 

Grove Baptist Church, Yadkinville, 
North Carolina, offered the following 
prayer: 

Heavenly Father, today, we humbly 
come into Your presence, confessing 
our sins, asking You for mercy, grace, 
and forgiveness. We come, recognizing 
Your greatness and Your power, under-
standing today that, from Heaven, You 
oversee all that we do. We come, 
thanking You for the many blessings 
that You have bestowed upon this Na-
tion in years past. For Your divine pro-
tection, provisions, and the power that 
You have bestowed upon us, we are 
grateful. 

Today, we make these requests: 
We pray for the Members of this 

great body that You grant to them 
safety, divine wisdom, and knowledge 
as they make decisions which affect 
both history and every American cit-
izen. 

We pray that You give to them a love 
for both You and this Nation that is 
unwavering and unsurpassed. 

We also pray today for Your protec-
tion over the men and women who 
serve in our Nation’s military all 
around the world. 

And, above everything, we pray 
today for a real, true revival of right-
eousness in America, and we make this 
prayer in the name that is above every 
name and to which every knee shall 
bow and every tongue confess—the 
name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 

gentleman from California (Mr. COSTA) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. COSTA led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND KENNY 
GOODEN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentlewoman from North 
Carolina (Ms. FOXX) is recognized for 1 
minute. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, it is an 

honor and a privilege to introduce our 
guest chaplain, Reverend Kenneth 
‘‘Kenny’’ Gooden, today. 

Reverend Gooden is a vital part of 
the religious community in northwest 
North Carolina, and he has faithfully 
shepherded the flock at Union Grove 
Baptist Church in Yadkinville for 25 
years. 

He previously served the faithful of 
Pilot View Baptist Church in High 
Point and of West Yadkin Baptist 
Church in Hamptonville. He attended 
North Iredell High School, Mitchell 
Community College, and Fruitland 
Baptist Bible College. 

He is accompanied today by his wife, 
Tina; his daughter, Hannah; and his 
son, Hunter. 

Reverend Gooden’s service to God 
cuts to the very heart of the gospel 
message of love. He has brightened and 
enriched the lives of many throughout 
the years, and we are blessed to have 
him in our community. 

I hope that his words of prayer will 
remain with all of us as we do the peo-
ple’s work. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 
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OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, April 15, 2015. 

Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, House of Representa-

tives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
April 15, 2015 at 8:34 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 2. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, April 15, 2015. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, House of Representa-

tives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
April 15, 2015 at 11:46 a.m.: 

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 9. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each 
side of the aisle. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY UPDATE RULES 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, in 1979, Social Security began 
to use rules to help decide who should 
receive disability benefits. A lot has 
changed since then, and, yet, believe it 
or not, Social Security continues to 
use the same rules from 1979. 

It is time Social Security caught up. 
That is why, today, I am introducing 
the Guiding Responsible and Improved 
Disability Decisions Act of 2015, which 
would require Social Security to up-
date its rules. This bill is, simply, com-
mon sense. 

The American people want, need, and 
deserve a disability program that 
works, and they expect Social Security 
to make consistent and accurate deci-
sions when determining who should re-
ceive benefits. 

On behalf of America’s hard-working 
taxpayers, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in bringing Social Security into the 
21st century. 

ROOSEVELT UNIVERSITY 
ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate my alma mater, 
Roosevelt University, on the 70th anni-
versary of its founding in Chicago, Illi-
nois. 

From its founding, the university has 
stood by its mission: to make higher 
education available to all students re-
gardless of their socioeconomic status, 
racial or ethnic origin, age, or gender. 

At the 1945 dedication of Roosevelt, 
Eleanor Roosevelt said: 

We can prepare to help the rest of the 
world and do it without fear, do it with good-
will. 

For 70 years, the university has 
upheld the values of inclusiveness, op-
portunity, and social justice. In the 
next 70 years, I know Roosevelt will 
continue to provide transformational 
experiences and opportunities for dis-
covery, shaping generations of socially 
conscious citizens. 

I had an extraordinary experience at 
Roosevelt, learning as much from my 
fellow students as from my classroom 
work, and the school was very kind to 
me. 

As my friend, colleague, and fellow 
alum, BOBBY RUSH, said: 

Roosevelt loved me before I loved Roo-
sevelt. 

Congratulations to Dr. Chuck Mid-
dleton and to the entire Roosevelt 
community on the university’s 70th an-
niversary. 

Go, Lakers. 
f 

SOUTH CAROLINA SAYS, ‘‘NO 
MORE’’ 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, today, men and women will 
come together and take a stand against 
sexual assault at the sixth annual 
Walk a Mile in Her Shoes march in Co-
lumbia, South Carolina. 

Men from across the State will don 
high-heeled shoes and join women and 
other community leaders to raise 
awareness and funds to support sur-
vivors of sexual assault and sexual vio-
lence. Just one victim is too many, and 
we must stand with survivors to pre-
vent sexual assault. 

I am grateful for the Sexual Trauma 
Services of the Midlands, the South 
Carolina Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence and Sexual Assault, the 
Cumbee Center, and countless other or-
ganizations for their advocacy, for 
their continued efforts to prevent sex-
ual assault, and for their support to 
survivors. 

Chaired by Ginny Walker, I am grate-
ful my oldest son, State Attorney Gen-
eral Alan Wilson, will be one of the 

leaders of the Walk a Mile today. They 
are making a difference with efforts to 
end sexual assault and sexual violence. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and may the President, by his actions, 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 

My sympathy to the family of the 
late John Duncan of Laurens County, 
South Carolina, the father of our col-
league Congressman JEFF DUNCAN. 

f 

PREVENT DANGEROUS GUNS 
FROM REACHING DANGEROUS 
PEOPLE 
(Mr. GALLEGO asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, today, 
in America, 48 children and young peo-
ple will be shot, and seven will die. 
Today, in America, 45 people will be in-
jured in gun-related accidents, and 55 
will take their own lives with guns. 
Yet, today, in America, zero new Fed-
eral gun laws will be debated here in 
this body. 

This is unacceptable. 
Yet we know smart gun laws work. 

We know background checks keep guns 
out of the hands of terrorists, crimi-
nals, and the mentally ill. We know 
banning assault rifles and high-capac-
ity magazines protects police officers 
and the communities they serve. 

Mr. Speaker, after the Newtown 
shootings claimed the lives of 20 inno-
cent children, President Obama asked 
the Nation whether we were prepared 
to admit that we are powerless in the 
face of the carnage caused by guns. 
That is not an admission I am ready to 
make. This isn’t a problem we can ig-
nore. 

Mr. Speaker, instead of politics as 
usual, let’s come together to prevent 
dangerous guns from reaching dan-
gerous people. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS, KIMBERLY 
KEENAN 

(Mr. ROSS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the achievements of Ms. 
Kimberly Keenan. 

Ms. Keenan has been both the prin-
cipal and the assistant principal of 
Tampa Palms Elementary School in 
the school district of Hillsborough 
County, Florida, for 18 years. She has 
recently been appointed to serve as the 
supervisor of Language Arts and Writ-
ing for Hillsborough County. The 
school district is the eighth largest in 
the United States, and it is located in 
Florida’s 15th Congressional District. 

Under her leadership, Tampa Palms 
Elementary has been rated as an A- 
rated school for 16 years in a row and is 
a National Blue Ribbon School of Ex-
cellence. 

During her time at this school, Ms. 
Keenan has created a culture that em-
bodies her motto: ‘‘Hard work pays off 
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